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SUBJECT: FIRST OFFICIAL PAKISTANI CONTACT WITH THE NEW 
AFGHAN REGIME 

1 . TANVIR AHMAD KHAN, DCM OF THE PAKISTAN EMBASSY, HAS RECENTLY 
DESCRIBED TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER THE INITIAL MEETING OF PAKISTANI 
AMBASSADOR ALI ARSHAD WITH AFGHANISTAN'S NEW PRIME MINISTER, NOOR 
MOHAMMAD TARAKI, ON MAY 5, THE DAY PAKISTAN ANNOUNCED ITS 
RECOGNITION OF THE NEW DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN (DRA). 
ACCORDING TO THE DCM'S ACCOUNT, TARAKI GREETED ARSHAD WITH A 
CHUCKLE, SAYING "WHAT TOOK YOU SO LONG? WERE YOU WAITING FOR 

A COUNTERCOUP?" 

2. WHEN ARSHAD ASKED TARAKI POINT BLANK WHETHER HE WAS A 
COMMUNIST, THE AFGHAN LEADER REPLIED RHETORICALLY: "MY ONLY 
INTEREST IS TO FEED MY PEOPLE, TO CLOTHE THEM, AND TO SHELTER 

THEM. IF THAT IS COMMUNISM, THEN I MUST BE A COMMUNIST. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, DOESN'T ISLAM INVOLVE THE SAME CONCERNS?" WHEN 
ARSHAD AGREED THAT ISLAM INDEED DOES, TARAKI EXCLAIMED, "WELL, 

THEN, I MUST BE A MUSLIM." 
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3. TARAKI ASSURED ARSHAD THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS INTERESTED IN 
PRESERVING A FRIENDLY, PEACEFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN. 

IN SPITE OF THIS ASSURANCE, OBSERVED TANVIR AHMAD KAHN, HIS 
EMBASSY HAD BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT THE SEVERAL MESSAGES OF 
CONGRATULATIONS THE DRA HAS BEEN ANNOUNCING THAT IT IS RECEIVING 
FROM TRIBES THROUGHOUT"PUSHTUNISTAN" (I.E., THOSE PUSHTUN 
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AREAS ON THE PAKISTANI SIDE OF THE DURAND LINE). HE NOTED IN 
PARTICULAR RECENT KABUL MEDIA REFERENCES TO SPECIFIC AFGHAN 
POLITICAL DIVISIONS OF THAT REGION, SUCH AS "NORTH PUSHTUNISTAN" 

- TERMINOLOGY THAT THE AFGHANS HAVE NOT USED SINCE FORMER 
AFGHAN PRESIDENT MOHAMMAD DAOUD AND FORMER PAKISTANI ZULFIQAR 
ALI BHUTTO COMMENCED THEIR DETENTE IN 1976. 

ELIOT 
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